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.],) hi> Kcc< lleney, President Lincoln:
Sir: Kiuuor* are to day current, and they

r-ich uie in Mich a shape that I am bound to
v <1 them, ti \ a f d '{ach merits of sol 1 iers are

;.i be (1mwitched on Monday next to several of
tha t-nuimes of the State, with a view of being
ir^nt a\ their .polls on Vv ednesday next ihe
,ky of our State elecuo.a. These troops are

not rodents o! the S'ate, and consequently
are not .sent for the purpose of voting ; and. as

r 11 ?. re i > r > o rea sor, in- rny o pi n io n-; t o a p pre -

head any riotous or violent proceedings at this
election, the inference is unavoidable that these
miiitaiy detachments, ii sent, are expected to
r;iert some control or influence in that election.
(am also informed that orders are to be issued
from the military department, on Monday,
^resenting certain restrictions or qualifications
on the right of suffrage.of what precise char¬
acter I am not apprised.which the judges of
election will be expected to observe. From my
howiedge of your sentiments on these sub¬
jects, as expressed to Hon. ii. Johnson, in
;uy presence, on the 22d instant, as also dis¬
posed in your letter or instructions to General
^ehofield, since published, in reference to the
Missouri election, i cannot but think that the
orders above referred to are without your per-
smal knowledge; and I take the liberty of
r:i\hnz the subieet to your attention, and in-

o .»- * '

voke your interposition to countermand them.
! cannot but fee! that to suffer any military in¬
terference in the matter of our election, or to
prescribe any test of oath to voters, when all
die candidates in the State.with the excep¬
tion, perhaps, of two or three in one Congress¬
ional district, are all loyal men.would be just¬
ly obnoxious to the public sentiment of the
State. There are other reasons why such pro¬
ceedings would appear as an offensive discrim¬
ination against our State. Our citizens are

avrare that highly important elections have re¬

cently taken place in other States, without, it
h believed, any such interference by the Gov-
tt'nment authorities; and, if votes by hut *

dr^ds of thousands have been allowed to be
there without objection, and with no limit j

upon the elective franchise other than the J
State laws prescribe, and where one, at least, j
ci rhe candidates so supported was considered j

koJile to the Government that for months j
past he has been banished from the country,
fsrtainly any such interference as between the j

men now candidates in this State would, i
anaer such comparisons, be more justly objec- |
^onable. and finds nothing in the r resent con- |
'"uion of things here to justify it. i rely, I
.-uerefore5 upon your Excellency for such an jorder as will prevent it. j

1 'riave the honor to be, with great respect,
j our Excellency's obedient servant

A. W. Bradford.

&EPI.Y Op PRESIDENT LINCOLN TO GOVERNOR j
BRADFORD. j

War Department,
,r. Washington. Nov. 2, 1863.
'°nis Excellence*. A. W. Bradford, Governor j

C ^

Moryiand i I
¦--R: Vours of the 31st uit. wa* receive'!'
j:,r n -on, and since then I have been givit.g

most earnest ?it ten lion to the subject matter of
it. Ai my cull General Schenck has attended,
and he a.ssures ine if is almost certain that vio¬
lence will be used at. .some o\ the voting places
on election day. unless prevented by his pro¬
vost guards. He says that at some of those
places the Union voters will not attend at all
or run a ticket, unless they have som^ assu¬
rance of protection. This makes the Missouri
case of my action, in regard to which you ex¬

press your ai)orovaL
The remaining point of your letter is a pro¬

test against any person ottering to vote being
put to any test not found in the laws of Mary¬
land. This brings us to a difference between
:>] wmri and Maryland. With the same reason

in bofh States Missouri has, by law, provid¬
ed a test for the voter with reference to the
present rebellion, while Maryland has not..
For example, General Trimble, captured, fight¬
ing us at- Gettysburg",- is, without recanting his
treason, a legal voter by' the laws of Maryland.
Even Gen. Schenck order admits hi in to J
vote, if he recants upon oath. I think
that is cheap enough. My order in Missouri, i

*- O »' , 'f
which y )u approve, and General Schenck sor- |
der here, reach precisely the same eiid. Each ;
assures the right of voting to all loyal men. j1 * ' (

and whether a-man is loyal each allows that
man to fix by his own oath. Your suggestion
that nearly all the candidates are loyal, I do
not think quite meets the case. In this strug- i
gle for the nation's life i cannot so confidently \
rely otf'those wl
upon disloyal votes. Such men, when elected,
may prove true, but such votes are given
them in the expectation that they will prove
false. Nor do I think that to keep the peace
at the polls, and to prevent the persistently '

disloyal from voting, constitutes just cause of
offence to Maryland. I think she has her own

example for it. If 1 mistake not, is is precise- I
ly what General Dix did when your Excellency j
was elected Governor. I revoke the first ofthe
three propositions in General Schenck's Gene- jral Order No. 58. not that it is wrong in prin- !
ciple, but because the military being, of neces-

sity, exclusive judges as to who shall be arrest¬
ed, the provision is liable to abuse. For the-
revoked part I substitute the following:
That all provost marshals and other military j

officers do prevent all disturbance and violence
at or about the polls, whether offered by such
persons as above described, or by any other
person or persons whatever.
The other two propositions of the order I j

allow to stand. General Schenck is fully de- j
termined, and has my strict order besides, that j
all loyal men may vote, and vote for whom j
they please.

Your obedient servant,
A. Lincoln,

President of the United States,
The Washington Chronicle in com- j

plaining of Gov, Bradford, says that "his let- j
terdoes not show him to be, what he was j
elected for, an Unconditional Union man with j
Republican tendencies;" and it adds, that "late
on Monday night, apparently after he bad re¬

ceived the President's reply, be issued a proc- j
Initiation addressed to the judges of election, j
which was promptly suppressed by General j
Schenck; and is described by him as ''designed j
to produec collision between the military power
and citizens assembled at the polls to vote at j
the election.n The document must have been
of a remarkable character from the description
given of it by the General, and from the fact
that the Baltimore papers of yesterday^ morn- j
in£ were peremptorily forbidden to pubiisn it.

The Ha'timore .8an ni ;h?s ftiernfng put-
li>aes ihe Proclamation of Gov, .Bradford,.
which he issued, "in pamphlet. j&nn," on-

Monday evening. Ir is a statement that Gen.
Schenek's military order, published vostprdav ¦

* * . )

"was issued without, any consultation with o?'
notice to the constituted authorities of the

| State;" that it was unnecessary and unjust, and
that according to the constitution and laws of
ihe Stale the judges of the election are alone
to determine the right of any one to vote,
who appears at the polls; and declaring that

| "whatever power the state possesses shall be
exerted to protect the judges for any thing
done by them in the execution of the laws.".
To this Proclamation Gen. Schenck has nub-

A

lished a reply, iri which he says that, he con¬

sidered the Governor's proclamation "as hav¬
ing a tendency to invite and suggest disturb¬
ance, and that, therefore, he had taken mea¬

sures for restricting, as far as possible, its cir¬
culation in those parts of the State to be
most affected by it, until there could go out

with ir the letter of the President of the Uni¬
ted States on the subject, written to Governor-
Bradford.

.ma-MM'"-

It has been ascertained by a reconnoissance
sent out from the Army of the Potomac that
the Confederates, in small force, have recently
fortified the approaches to the Kappahannock
on the north side of that river. It is reported
that such information of the position and
strength of Gen. Lee's army ha« been gained -is

to enable Gen. Meade to assume offensive
operations. A correspondent of the New York
Tribune says that there are indications that
active movements will soon commence and u

battle be brought on.

The Washington Chronicle savs:
,k We

learn that all able-bodied troops under the com¬

mand of G eneral Martindale, military governor,
are to be relieved from duty here and sent to

the field. Their places will be supplied by the
Invalid corps. The 157th Pennsylvania volun¬
teers have already been relieved.

Geo. W. Petty, a citizen of Prince William
county, Ya., who lives about four miles from
Bristoe Station, who voluntarily gave himself
up to the Federal pickets, was before the Pro¬
vost .Marshal yesterday, and, on taking the
oath, was released.

At a factory in Portland, Me., nearly one

thousand bushels of potatoes are ^concentra¬
ted' ' for the U. S. army, everyday, All the
water is absorbed, leaving about five pounds of
nutriment from the sixty pounds which a bush¬
el of potatoes averages, and the concentration
is ground up, giving it the appearance of In¬
dian meal.

It is said that Messrs. *Xay Cooke & Com--

punv have made nine hundred ane sixty thou¬

sand' dollars by the sale of the five-twenty Gov- *

ernment bonds. They are the agent of the

Government,


